rican Opportunities and
orridor
Vision 2015: Arizona’s International
Port of Entry System

11:25 a.m.
Global Cities Initiative

11:35 a.m.
Sustainability in the Sun Corridor

11:45 a.m.
Working Lunch

12:30 p.m. Facilitated Open Dialogue
		

1:15 p.m.

Significant and sustained
cooperation among
regional governance
organizations in the Sun
Corridor--the Maricopa
Association of Governments (MAG), the Pima
Association of Governments (PAG), and the
Central Arizona Association
of Governments (CAAG) -should be implemented to
take advantage of international opportunities and
bring broad benefits to
the citizens of the Arizona
and especially the growing
Megapolitan connecting
Phoenix, Casa Grande, and
Tucson.

Proposed MAG Freight Study
and Interstate 11

10:55 a.m.

Southern Arizona Inland Port
Possibilities

11:05 a.m. Pinal Projections Study
		

International sea port expansions in Mexico such as
Manzanillo, Lázaro Cárdenas, Guaymas, and even Punta
Colonet, can be expected to significantly increase the
flow of freight and traffic through the U.S.-Mexico border.
These port developments will easily double the amount
of freight coming through the California, Arizona, New
Mexico, and Texas Ports of Entry. This activity is anticipated to be a primary driver for the expansion of development and economic growth in the nation’s border states
– especially Arizona. Even with the recession and peso
devaluation delaying completion of the Punta Colonet development back to a 2016 timeframe, the Mexican government is set to begin the bidding process for the development by the end of 2009. Although Arizona should not rely
on this opportunity immediately, the state should begin
thinking how it could incentivize the port and rail development by anticipating and planning for the growth of freight
in the near future. With possible freight shipments moving to Mexico to avoid the overcrowded ports in Southern
California, the Sun Corridor must poise itself to take the
necessary steps to capture the growth in global business
opportunities with Mexico and the Far East.

No one “planned” this economic interdependence on a
continental scale. The most powerful drivers of economic
change were corporate strategies and structures. The resulting degree of collaboration between governments is
unique, as they are not so much trade partners, as partnerships in production. What flows across Arizona’s international borders are not mainly finished goods, but inputs
and raw materials into complex, cross-border production
systems. The automotive industry is the largest example
of this, as it represents a quarter of the goods that cross
the Mexican border every day, and automobiles are the
primary commodity that crosses Arizona’s border. The billions of dollars in goods coming into Arizona from Mexico
are not the only freight opportunities that may exist for
the Sun Corridor, but also those coming from Asia through
California, and from its eastern neighbors such as Texas.

11:15 a.m.

The Bottom Line

10:45 a.m.

Next Steps

Prepared in Partnership with:

somewhat integrated and dynamic North American economic context. Canada, Mexico, and the U.S. are sovereign
nations but share in many sectors an “economic space,”
and Arizona and specifically the Sun Corridor are an essential part of this economic space due to the proximity to the
Mexican border, the competitiveness of Arizona’s resources, and its easy access to central Mexico through its neighbor, the state of Sonora.

10:35 a.m. Update on JPAC Staff Meeting
		

The Sun Corridor exists within a broader,

In 2014, the maximum cargo load capacity of ships passing through the canal will increase to 14,000 containers
per ship from the current 4,500 containers per ship. This
is nearly three times as much cargo per ship that will be
able to circumvent the California ports and no longer travel through Arizona. As 70% of the cargo unloaded in Los
Angeles and Long Beach is destined east and north, if shippers chose to use the possibly less expensive (and in some
cases faster) route through the Panama Canal, the Sun
Corridor could potentially experience a net loss of freight
transit from the Los Angeles and Long Beach ports. To remain a competitive and attractive alternative, the Sun
Corridor must enhance its position and increase the economic and strategic profitability of the routes through
Arizona by providing value added industry clusters and
extensive transportation connections and distribution
centers.

10:30 a.m. Welcome and Introductions
		

Analysis Review No. 3
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Overview

Nancy Welch, ASU Morrison
Institute of Public Policy
Nancy Welch, ASU Morrison
Institute of Public Policy

Bob Hazlett, MAG Senior Engineer
Andy Gunning, PAG Director of
Planning
Jack Tomasik, CAAG Director of Regional
Planning
Luis Ramirez, Arizona-Mexico
Commission

Jay Hicks, AECOM

All - Group Discussion

Nancy Welch, ASU Morrison
Institute of Public Policy

It is also important to note that the ongoing expansion of
the Panama Canal will also create ripple effects on global trade and competitiveness in the Western Hemisphere.

CAAG, MAG, and PAG
Joint Planning Meeting Agenda

Sheraton Wild Horse Pass Resort
5594 W. Wild Horse Pass Boulevard
Chandler, AZ 85226
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